PHYSI CI AN ASSI STANT ACT

Part 1 - General Provisions

58-70a-101. Title.

This chapter is known as the "Physician Assistant Act".

58-70a-102. Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in Section 58-1-102, as used in this chapter

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

"Board" nmeans the Physician Assistant Licensing Board created in Section 58-

70a- 201.

(a) "Del egation of services agreenent” neans witten criteria jointly
devel oped by a physician assistant's supervising physician and any
substitute supervising physicians and the physician assistant, that
permts a physician assistant, working under the direction or review of
t he supervision physician, to assist in the managenent of conmon
illnesses and injuries.

(b) The agreenent defines the working relationship and del egati on of duties
bet ween the supervising physician and the physician assi stant as
speci fied by division rule and shall include:

(i) the prescribing of controlled substances;

(ii) the degree and nmeans of supervision

(iii) the frequency and nechani sm of chart review,

(iv) procedures addressing situations outside the scope of practice of
t he physician assistant; and

(v) procedures for providing backup for the physician assistant in
energency situations.

"Di rect supervision" nmeans the supervising physician is:

(a) physically present at the point of patient treatnent on site where the
physi ci an assistant he is supervising is practicing; and

(b) i medi ately available for consultation with the physician assistant.

"Practice as a physician assistant" neans:

(a) the professional activities and conduct of a physician assistant in
di agnosi ng, treating, advising, or prescribing for any hunan di sease,
ailment, injury, infirmty, deformty, pain, or other condition,
dependent upon and under the supervision of a supervising physician or
substitute supervising physician in accordance with a del egati on of
servi ces agreenent; and

(b) t he physician assistant acts as the agent of the supervising physician
or substitute supervising physician when acting in accordance with a
del egati on of services agreenent.

"Substitute supervising physician" means an individual who neets the

requi renents of a supervising physician under this chapter and acts as the

supervi sing physician in the absence of the supervising physician.

"Supervi si ng physician" neans an individual who:

(a) is currently licensed to practice under Title 58, Chapter 67, Uah
Medi cal Practice Act, or Title 58, Chapter 68, Utah Osteopathic Medica
Practice Act;

(b) acts as the primary supervisor of a physician assistant and takes
responsibility for the professional practice and conduct of a physician
assistant in accordance with this chapter; and

(c) is not an enpl oyee of the physician assistant he supervises.

"Supervi sion" nmeans the supervising physician is available for consultation

with the physician assistant, either personally or by other neans permtting

di rect verbal comrunication between the physician and physician assistant.
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58- 70a- 302.

"“Unl awf ul conduct" is as defined in Sections 58-1-501 and 58-70a-502.
“Unprof essional conduct” is as defined in Sections 58-1-501 and 58-70a-503 and
as may be further defined by rule.

Part 2 - Board

Boar d.

There is created the Physician Assistant Licensing Board, which consists of

seven nenbers:

(a) four licensed physicians, at |east two of whom are individuals who are
supervi sing or who have supervi sed a physician assi stant, and one of
whom may be a nmemnber of a physician |icensing board under Section 58-67-
201 or 58-68-201;

(b) one physician assi stant;

(c) one person who is involved in the adnmi nistration of an approved
physi ci an assi stant education programw thin the state; and

(d) one person fromthe general public.

The board shall be appointed and serve in accordance with Section 58-1-201

The duties and responsibilities of the board are in accordance with Sections

58-1-202 and 58-1-203. In addition, the board shall designate one of its

menbers on a permanent or rotating basis to:

(a) assist the division in review ng conplaints concerning the unlawful or
unpr of essi onal conduct of a licensee; and

(b) advise the division in its investigation of these conplaints.

A board nenber who has, under Subsection (3), reviewed a conplaint or advised

inits investigation nmay be disqualified fromparticipating with the board

when the board serves as a presiding officer in an adjudicative proceeding

concerning the conmplaint. The board nenber may be disqualified:

(a) on his own notion, due to actual or perceived bias or |ack of
objectivity; or

(b) upon chal |l enge for cause raised on the record by any party to the
adj udi cati ve proceedi ng.

Part 3 - Licensing
Li censure required - License classifications.
A license is required to engage in practice as a physician assistant, except
as specifically provided in Section 58-70a-305 or 58-1-307.
The division shall issue to a person who qualifies under this chapter a

license in the classification of physician assistant.

Qualifications for |icensure.

Each applicant for |icensure as a physician assistant shall

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

subnmit an application in a form prescribed by the division;
pay a fee determ ned by the departnent under Section 63-38-3.2;
be of good noral character
have successfully conpleted a physician assistant program accredited by the
Conmmi ssion on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Prograns;
have passed the licensing exami nations required by division rule nmade in
col | aboration with the board,;
nmeet with the board and representatives of the division, if requested, for the
purpose of evaluating the applicant's qualifications for |icensure; and
(a) if the applicant desires to practice in Uah, conplete a form provided
by the division indicating:
(i) the applicant has conpleted a del egati on of services agreenent
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si gned by the physician assistant, supervising physician, and
substitute supervising physicians; and
(ii) the agreement is on file at the Uah practice sites; or
(b) conplete a form provided by the division indicating the applicant is not
practicing in Uah and, prior to practicing in Utah, the applicant will
neet the requirenments of Subsection (7)(a).

Term of |icense - Expiration - Renewal .

(a) The division shall issue each license under this chapter in accordance
with a two-year renewal cycle established by division rule.

(b) The division may be rule extend or shorten a renewal period by as nuch
as one year to stagger the renewal cycle it admnisters.

At the tinme of renewal, the licensee shall show conpliance with continuing

education renewal requirenents.

Each |icense issued under this chapter expires on the expiration date shown on

the license unless renewed in accordance with Section 58-1-308.

Li cense renewal - Continuing education and quality review requirenents.

Prior to license renewal, each licensee shall, during each two-year licensure
cycle or other cycle defined by division rule, conplete qualified continuing
prof essi onal education requirenents as defined by division rule nmade in

col | aboration with the board.

If a renewal period is extended or shortened under Section 58-70a-303, the
continui ng education hours required for |license renewal under this section are
i ncreased or decreased proportionally.

Exenptions fromlicensure.

In addition to the exenptions fromlicensure in Section 58-1-307, the follow ng
persons may engage in acts including within the definition of practice as a
physi ci an assistant, subject to the stated circunstances and linitations, wthout
bei ng Iicensed under this chapter

(1)

(2)

58- 70a- 306.

(1)

(2)

a student enrolled in an accredited physician assistant education program

whil e engaged in activities as a physician assistant:

(a) that are a part of the education program

(b) that are conducted under the direct supervision of a physician
associated with the program and

(c) for which the program accepts in witing the responsibility for the
student; and

a person acting as a "nedical assistant," as defined in Sections 58-67-102 and

58-68-102, and who:

(a) i s working under the direct supervision of a physician;

(b) does not di agnose, advise, independently treat, or prescribe to or on
behal f of any person; and

(c) for whom the supervising physician accepts responsibility.

Tenporary |icense.

An applicant for |licensure as a physician assistant who has nmet al

qualifications for |licensure except passing an exam nati on conponent as

required in Section 58-70a-302, may apply for and be granted a tenporary

license to practice under Subsection (2).

(a) The applicant shall submit to the division evidence of conpletion of a
physi ci an assi stant program as defined in Subsection 58-70a-302(4).

(b) The tenporary license shall be issued for a period ending on the earlier



58-70a-401.

of the date of the next succeedi ng physician assistant exam nation, if
the applicant does not take that exami nation, or ten days after the date
exam nation results of the next succeedi ng physician assistant

exam nation are available to those taking the exam nation.

(c) A physician assistant holding a tenporary |icense nay work only under
the direct supervision of an approved supervising or substitute
supervi si ng physician in accordance with a del egati on of services
agreenent, and all patient charts shall be reviewed and countersigned by
t he supervising or substitute supervising physician

Part 4 - License Denial and Discipline

Grounds for denial of |icense - Disciplinary proceedi ngs.

Grounds for the followi ng division actions regarding a |icensee are under Section

58- 1-401:

(D refusing to issue a license to an applicant;

(2) refusing to renew the license of a |licensee;

(3) revoki ng, suspending, restricting, or placing on probation the license of a
i censee;

(4) i ssuing a public or private reprimand to a licensee; and

(5) i ssuing a cease and desi st order

Part 5 - Scope of Practice - Unlawful and Unprofessional Conduct - Penalties
58- 70a-501. Scope of practice.

(D A physician assi stant nmay provide any nedi cal services that are not
specifically prohibited under this chapter or rules adopted under this
chapter, and that are:

(a) wi thin the physician assistant's skills and scope of conpetence;

(b) wi thin the usual scope of practice of the physician assistant's
supervi si ng physician; and

(c) provi ded under the supervision of a supervising physician and in
accordance with a del egati on of services agreenent.

(2) A physician assistant, in accordance with a del egati on of services agreenent,
may prescribe or adnminister an appropriate controlled substance if:

(a) t he physician assistant holds a Uah controll ed substance |icense and a
DEA regi stration;

(b) the prescription or adnministration of the controlled substance is within
the prescriptive practice of the supervising physician and also within
the del egated prescribing stated in the del egati on of services
agreenent; and

(c) t he supervising physician cosigns any nedical chart record of a
prescription of a Schedule 2 or Schedule 3 controlled substance nmade by
t he physician assistant.

(3) A physician assistant shall, while practicing as a physician assistant, wear
an identification badge showing his license classification as a practicing
physi ci an assi stant.

(4) A physi ci an assi stant may not

(a) i ndependently charge or bill a patient, or others on behalf of the
patient, for services rendered;
(b) identify hinself to any person in connection with activities all owed

under this chapter other than as a physician assistant; or
(c) use the title "doctor" or "physician," or by any know ng act or oni ssion
| ead or permt anyone to believe he is a physician



58-70a- 502.

Unl awf ul conduct.

"“Unl awf ul conduct" includes engaging in practice as a |licensed physician assi stant
whil e not under the supervision of a supervising physician or substitute supervising
physi ci an.

58- 70a- 503.

Unpr of essi onal conduct.

“Unprof essi onal conduct" includes:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

58- 70a- 504.
(1)
(2)

violation of a patient confidence to any person who does not have a | ega

right and a professional need to know the information concerning the patient;
knowi ngly prescribing, selling, giving away, or directly or indirectly

adm nistering, or offering to prescribe, sell, furnish, give away, or
admi ni ster any prescription drug except for a legitimte nedical purpose upon
a proper diagnosis indicating use of that drug in the anmounts prescribed or
provi ded;

prescribing prescription drugs for hinself or adninistering prescription drugs
to hinmsel f, except those that have been legally prescribed for himby a
licensed practitioner and that are used in accordance with the prescription
order for the condition diagnosed;

failure to maintain at the practice site a del egation of services agreenent
that accurately reflects current practices; and

failure to make the del egati on of services agreenent available to the division
for revi ew upon request.

Penalty for unlawful conduct.

Any person who viol ates the unlawful conduct provision defined in Subsection
58-1-501(1)(a) is guilty of a third degree felony.

Any person who violates any of the unlawful conduct provisions defined in
Subsections 58-1-501(1)(b) through (1)(e) or Section 58-70a-502 is guilty of a
cl ass A mi sdemeanor.
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